
TITLE AUTHOR DATE

Y

GOAL:
REWARD:



H
A
L
F

W
A
Y
!

Y
Y

Y

Y
S TA

R T

FINISH

Y
w
oah!

Keep it up
  buttercup

So proud 
of you



MUST-READ BOOKS
FOR BOYS

ELEMENTARY

Sign of the Beaver 
by Elizabeth George Speare

The Indian in the Cupboard 
by Lynne Reid Banks

Bridge to Terabithia 
by Katherine Paterson

Chronicles of Narnia 
by C.S. Lewis

My Side of the Mountain 
by Jean Craighead George

Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 
by Roald Dahl

The Time Machine 
Jr. Classic 
by H.G. Wells

The Phantom Tollbooth 
by Norton Jester

Little Britches Series 
by Ralph Moody

James and the 
Giant Peach 
by Roald Dahl

Summer of the Monkeys 
by Wilson Rawls

BFG 
by Roald Dahl

The Green Ember 
by S.D. Smith

Tales of a Fourth Grade 
Nothing 
by Judy Blume

Encyclopedia Brown: 
Boy Detective 
by Donald J. Sobol

READ ALOUDS FOR EARLY ELEMENTARY

Horton Hatches the Egg 
by Dr. Seuss

Mike Mulligan and 
His Steam Shovel 
by Virginia Lee Burton

Johnny Appleseed 
by Will Moses

Winnie the Pooh 
by A.A. Milne

Henry Huggins Series 
by Beverly Cleary

Owls in the Family
by Farley Mowat

James Herriot’s 
Treasury for Children 
by James Herriot

Adventures with Wa�es 
by Maria Parr

Farmer Boy 
by Laura Ingalls Wilder

The Borrower Series 
by Mary Norton

The Mouse and 
the Motorcycle 
by Beverly Cleary

Shiloh Series 
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

The Boxcar Children 
by Gertrude Chandler 
Warner



MUST-READ BOOKS
FOR BOYS

HIGH SCHOOL

A Connecticut Yankee 
in King Arthur’s Court 
by Mark Twain

The Blind Side 
by Michael Lewis

The Screwtape Letters 
by C.S. Lewis

The Lord of the 
Rings Series 
by J.R.R. Tolkien

Robinson Crusoe 
by Daniel Defoe

The Hiding Place 
by Corrie Ten Boom

The Deer Slayer 
by James Fenimore Cooper

The Old Man and the Sea 
by Ernest Hemingway

Oliver Twist 
by Charles Dickens

The Call of the Wild 
by Jack London

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Johnny Tremain 
by Esther Forbes

Red Badge of Courage 
by Stephen Crane

Where the Red Fern Grows 
by Wilson Rawls

The Hobbit 
by J.R.R. Tolkien

The Door in the Wall 
by Marguerite de Angeli

The Last of the 
Mohicans Jr. Classic 
by James Fenimore Cooper

Treasure Island 
by Robert Louis Stevenson

Bud, Not Buddy 
by Christopher Paul Curtis

20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea 
by Jules Verne

Holes 
by Louis Sachar



MUST-READ BOOKS
FOR GIRLS

ELEMENTARY

Sarah, Plain and Tall 
by Patricia MacLachlan

Misty of Chincoteague 
by Marguerite Henry

Black Beauty 
by Anna Sewell

A Hundred Dresses 
by Eleanor Estes

Island of the 
Blue Dolphins 
by Scott O’Dell

Nancy Drew 
by Carolyn Keene

Number the Stars 
by Lois Lowry

Freedom Train: 
The Story of Harriet 
Tubman 
by Dorothy Sterling

Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 
by Roald Dahl

Harriet the Spy 
by Louise Fitzhugh

Anne of Green Gables 
by L.M. Montgomery

Because of Winn-Dixie 
by Kate DiCamillo

Bridge to Terabithia 
by Katherine Paterson

Chronicles of Narnia 
by C.S. Lewis

The Secret Garden 
by Frances Hodgson Burnett

READ ALOUDS FOR EARLY ELEMENTARY

Ramona and the Pest 
by Beverly Cleary

Matilda 
by Roald Dahl

Charlotte’s Web 
by E.B. White

The Little House 
on the Prairie Series 
by Laura Ingalls Wilder

The Borrowers 
by Mary Norton

Farmer Boy
by Laura Ingalls Wilder

Pollyanna 
by Eleanor H. Porter

The Courage of 
Sarah Noble 
by Alice Dalgliesh

Gooney Bird Greene Series 
by Lois Lowry

The Year of Miss Agnes
by Kirkpatrick Hill

Winnie the Pooh 
by A.A. Milne

Horton Hatches the Egg 
by Dr. Seuss

The Boxcar Children 
by Gertude Chandler Warner



MUST-READ BOOKS
FOR GIRLS

HIGH SCHOOL

Anne Frank: 
Diary of a Young Girl 

To Kill a Mocking Bird 
by Harper Lee

Sense and Sensibility 
by Jane Austen

The Catcher and the Rye 
by J.D. Salinger

Oliver Twist 
by Charles Dickens

Iliad 
by Homer

The Moonstone 
by Wilkie Collins

The Hiding Place 
by Corrie Ten Boom

The Screwtape Letters 
by C.S. Lewis

The Hunger Games Series 
by Suzanne Collins

MIDDLE SCHOOL

The Hobbit 
by J.R.R. Tolkien

A Wrinkle in Time 
by Madeleine L’Engle

Little Women 
by Louise May Alcott

Little Men 
by Louise May Alcott

Jo’s Boys 
by Louise May Alcott

Tuck Everlasting 
by Natalie Babbitt

The Giver 
by Lois Lowry 

Swiss Family Robinson 
by Johann David Wyss

Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 
by Roald Dahl

20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea 
by Jules Verne

Holes 
by Louis Sachar
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